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CONPIDENTIAL ALGIERS 0361 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, SS, AG, MO, MR 

SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA: ALGERIAN WITHDRAWAL FROM MAHBES 

REF: RABAT'S 0749 

1. MOROCCAN OCCUPATION MAHBES WITHOUT RESISTANCE FROM 
ALGERIANS IS UNDOUBTEDLY ONE OP MORE SIGNIFICANT DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN SAHARA APPAIR, BUT WE ARE NOT SURE WHAT IT MEANS. 
ALGERIANS TO DATE HAVE PROVEN TO BE PAPER TIGER IN PACE 
MOROCCAN ADVANCE AND BOUMEDIENE CANNOT REMAIN INACTIVE 
POR MUCH LONGER WITHOUT LOSING CONSIDERABLE PRESTIGE. 

HE PACED WITH TWO BASIC CHOICES: (A) ACCOMMODATION, 

(B) RIPOSTE. WE WOULD LIKE TO THINK PORMER WILL OCCUR, 

AND WOULD LIKE BE ABLE TO AGREE WITH RABAT THAT MAHBES 
EVACUATION PAVES WAY FOR BILATERAL TALKS. WE FEAR, HOWEVER, 
THAT ALGERIANS WILL BE THINKING MORE IN TERMS OP RIPOSTE. 

2. IT APPEARS THAT, WHATEVER THEIR PLANS POR 
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REVENGE, ALGERIANS HAVE DECIDED TO BE MORE PRUDENT IN WAKE 
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AMGHALA FIASCO. FRENCH HERE UNDERSTAND ALGERIANS AND 
POLISARIO HAVE DECIDED HOLD GUELTA ZEMMOUR - BIR MOGHREIN - 
AIN BIN TILI - TINDOUE LINE. MAHBES BEYOND THAT LINE AND 
ITS ABANDONMENT COULD BE WELL JUSTIEIED MILITARILY. FACT 
IS, HOWEVER, THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT POLITICAL SYMBOL AND ITS 
ABANDONMENT IS BLOW TO REGIME PRESTIGE INTERNALLY AND 
INTERNATIONALLY.PARKER 
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